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The Light in the Pane is an epic 19th-century novel by American
novelist Herman Melville, often considered one of his more obscure
works, due in part to its length and unusual format. It was his fifth

novel, a "sequel" to Moby-Dick, which he thought was one of his best.
It is generally considered one of his least successful, and perhaps

none of his best-read. Although controversial in its day, the novel was
not well-received by most critics, and was a commercial failure. The
novel tells the story of Edwin Bolland, an uncharitable old bachelor
who, on the death of his father, becomes possessed of the property

on Wight's Island, where he lives, and a majority of his father's debts.
In addition, he has inherited his father's terrible temper, and his

strange "inordinate appetite for the task and, the finisher", a "sort of
wild purpose to remove all evil" which the narrator suggests is "the
insanity which grows out of a scrupulous conscientiousness, or the

reverse of it--a persistent infernal conscience." The narrative
structure is elliptical and mimics the form of an epic. As the plot

unfolds, the apparently eccentric rambling and digressions,
reminiscent of The Decameron, are gradually revealed as acts of

villainy in the mounting narrative. Although the novel is full of densely
allusive literary references, its themes are the fear of evil and the

need to confront and destroy it. Whose body is it anyway? Find this
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